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school staff, and their
community to build
the strong family-
school partnerships
that will benefit every
child.

Through training and support, Council
assists each local PTA in their ability to
meet the goals of their membership as
they advocate on behalf of the needs of
children. Our Council is merely the
connection, linking 160 locals to state
and national PTA programs, initiatives,
mission and purpose.

PTA serves as:

o A powerful voice for all
children,

e A relevant resource for families
and communities, and

e A strong advocate for the
education and well-being of
every child.

Each local PTA/PTSA
reaches out to parents,

Please attend the
following events!

Attend the BCPS Pre-Operating
Budget Hearings scheduled in each
of the five areas of the county. Let
your voice be heard; speak on be-
half of your school’s budget needs
for next year (2011/2012). See
page 11 for a calendar of hearings.

Attend the PTA Council annual
Fall Reception and Workshops to
be held on Thursday, October 21,
2010, from 6:00-9:30 p.m. at New
Town High School. Activities range
from sampling the light fare pre-
pared by students enrolled in the
Culinary Arts programs at George
Washington Carver Center for Arts
& Technology, visiting with 60+
exhibitors, attending our general
membership meeting, and partici-
pating in workshop sessions rele-
vant to PTA and our children’s well
being and education. See page 9 for
additional event information.

PTA Council of Baltimore County
Celebrating 60 Years of Service
Established October 1950

The PTA Council of Baltimore County
encourages everyone to “Connect for
Success”. Together, we can make every
child’s potential a reality.

Nawncy L. Ostrow

Delegate Voting Cards
Every president of a local PTA/PTSA
that has paid this year’s Council dues
will be mailed four (4) Voting Delegate
Cards for the October 21, 2010, PTA
Council General Meeting.

Voting Delegate Cards entitle four
delegates from each local PTA/PTSA
to vote on all matters presented to the
Council at the General Meetings. Each
card, signed by the local PTA/PTSA
president and by the delegate, must be
presented, along with a valid 2010-
2011 PTA Membership Card from the
same local PTA/PTSA, at the General
Meeting registration table.

If you have paid your Council dues
and have not received a packet contain-
ing your Voting Delegates Cards by
October 14th, please contact Georgina
Clevenger, Secretary at 410-363-6975
or secretary@bcptacouncil.org.

PTA, a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization,
does not endorse the election or defeat of
any candidate or political party.

REMINDER
Political campaign materials may not
be displayed, distributed or worn at
PTA meetings or sponsored events.

P%&Q

PTA encourages everyone to exercise their right to vote.
November 2, 2010: MD Gubernatorial General Election

Share The Love of Reading

A special initiative has been created by the BCPS School
Social Work Services to get books into the hands of families
that have been displaced from their homes. It is anticipated

that this school year alone 2,000 BCPS students will be
identified as homeless. As expected, during stressful times
of transition, family routines have been disrupted.
The goal is to provide each child & adult with a book.

Donations of new or gently used books,
(for infants thru adults), will be accepted at
the PTA Council Fall Reception, 10/21.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

August 05, 2010 September 02, 2010
® Adopted 2010-2011 Council Budget ® Adopted 2010-2011 Plan of Work for

* Adopted 2010-2011 Council Board of Bylaws & Procedures Committee
Director’s Goals ® Review of IRS regulations pertaining

® Restructuring of Council Committees to non profits and political campaigns

PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS GOALS 2010-2011

Actively recruit and welcome members to fill vacant positions
on the Board of Directors.

Assist all PTA units to achieve and maintain the standards of
affiliation.

Promote the PTA as the most prominent and visible child
advocacy organization in Baltimore County.

Increase PTA membership in Baltimore County.
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95th Annual Fall Convention
"MEMBERSHIP—OUR HIDDEN TREASURE!"
November 12-13, 2010

Maritime Institute & Conference Center
692 Maritime Boulevard
Linthicum Heights, MD 21091

Meet Chuck Saylors, President, National PTA
Participate in the Business of Maryland PTA
Experience Training & Networking Opportunities
Registration & Information
www.mdpta.org
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OCTOBER

PTA/PTSA
President’s
Calendar

e Attend PTA Council Fall Reception
and Workshops, 10/21, New Town HS

e Pay Maryland PTA and National PTA
membership dues monthly

e Distribute cards to your membership

e Attend the BCPS pre-operating budget
hearings FY 2012

NOVEMBER

e Attend Maryland PTA Fall Convention,
11/12-13, Maritime Institute, Linthicum

e  Celebrate National American
Education Week, 11/14-11/20

e  Continue to pay Maryland PTA and
National PTA membership dues

e Distribute cards to your membership

e  Electronically file 990-N by 11/15

When sending PTA correspondence
via email, letter, etc. DO NOT include
business or professional information
with your signature. Doing so uses
the PTA for personal gain which is
in violation of the non-commercial
provision of our tax exempt status
and of our bylaws.

Welcome

WEST TOWSON ELEMENTARY PTA

Established June 2010
Charter will be presented at
the Maryland PTA Fall Convention

PTA: everychild. onevoice.

Council Memorials

PTA Council provides a memorial
donation to the Maryland PTA
Scholarship Fund whenever an
administrator, teacher, or PTA

officer dies while serving the

Baltimore County Public Schools.

PTA Council also provides a
memorial donation whenever a
student in grades Pre-K through 12
dies while registered in a Baltimore
County Public School. Should your
school suffer such a loss, please
contact the PTA Council at
410-666-6637,s0 that a memorial
may be prepared.
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PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, INC.
2010-2011 BUDGET
Budget Actual Amount Basdget
200082010 20082010 2102011
BALANCE FORWARD 1411.52 531.411.52 $35,330.62
RECEIPTS:
Membership Dues 520,007 .00 $19.431.00 $18 406,00
Bulletin 25.00 6.00 000
Fall Workshops 2.500.00 1,814.00 2.500.00
PTA Founders' Day 500.00 0.00 000
Interest 2000 123.35 26100
Miscellaneous Income 100. 100 i 2] 0100
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $23.332.00 521.430.80 £21,031.00
TOTAL ASSETS $54,743.52 £52.851.12 $56,361.62
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Board:
101 Administration $ 250.00 37.00 5200.00
103 Copy/Reproduction 2,000.00 1,.228.00 1,600.00
104 Equipment/Pers. Property Tax  500.00 0.00 100.00
105 Hospitality 1,000.00 346.90 THO.OD
108 Memorials 2560.00 250.00 26000
108 Postage TEO.0D 27395 500 .00
109 Supples 1.250.00 85460 1,250.00
110 Telephone 500.00 413.70 50000
111 Bank Charges 50.00 0.00 50.00
Prulblications:
201 Bulletn 6,500.00 385775 d,000.00
202 Directory 240000 237200 2.500.00
203 Subscriptions 2500 0.00 250 .00
204 Web Site 3,000.00 384 45 1,000.00
205 Resource Maberials 500.0 0.00 100.0:0
Leadership Development:
301 Fall Weorkshops 2,500.00 2,028 74 2.500.00
302 Nabional Conveniion 3.500.00 1,115.00 3.500.00
304 MCPT Fall Conwention B50.0D 45071 1,000.00
305 MCPT Summer Conference  1,000.00 180.00 1,000.00
308 Workshops & Meefings 2500 0.00 10000
307 Technical Support 150.00 112.50 15000
Standing Commitiees:
401 Commitiees 2500 0.00 25000
402 Legislation 5000 0.00 250.00
403 Cound Recognition 1.800.00 121653 1,500.00
Special Projects:
A4 Reflections 2.200.00 2, 18867 2.500.00
805 PTA Founders' Day 500.00 0.00 000
608 Membership Incentive T50.00 0.00 TH0.00
Public Relations
801 Public Relations 500.00 0.00 50000
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $33.550.00 $17.520.50 $29.250 00
FUNDS TO CARRY FORWARD: $20,792.52 £35,330.62 $27. 11162
Adopted: Anguast 5, 2010
PTA Council Board of Director Meeting

PTA: everychild. onevoice. Page 3
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BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTIONS

Copies of the PTA Council Bulletin keep members informed of issues affecting
children and education. It is the official line of communication between PTA
Council and the local PTA. Each local PTA receives four (4) free copies of
each issue of the PTA Council BULLETIN. Copies are mailed to the home
address of the president, the treasurer, and the recording secretary. The fourth
copy is sent via interschool mail to the principal. If these individuals in your
PTA are not receiving the BULLETIN, please notify Marilyn Ryan, 410-665-
4450, as soon as possible.

The current and archived issues of the Bulletin are posted online at the PTA
Council website; www.bcptacouncil.org. Additional printed copies are also
available by subscription at the rate of $6.00 per year (9 issues). The Bulletin
subscription order form can be downloaded at www.bcptacouncil.org. The
subscription cost is a legitimate PTA expense. Please make checks payable to:
PTA Council of Baltimore County and send to Marilyn Ryan, 3014 Sixth
Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21234; or send via inter-school mail to Carney ES,
Attention: Marilyn Ryan.

LOCAL PTA BYLAWS UPDATE

Do you know where your bylaws are? Are they up to date?
Does every member of your board of directors have a copy?
Hopefully, your answers to all three questions are YES. If
not, now, 1s the time to take action.

Our Council goal is to have all 160 local PTAs in Baltimore
County appear on the Maryland PTA Standards of Continuing
Affiliation report as current with bylaws.

EACH PTA/PTSA IS GOVERNED BY ITS OWN BYLAWS

Why Bylaws:

PTA
COUNCIL
DIRECTORY

Four copies of the PTA Council
Directory will be sent to each
PTA president following receipt of
Council dues. A copy should be
retained by the president, one copy
given to the principal, and the other
copies given by the president to board
members who are in most need of the
information.

The Directory information is for
local PTA use only, not to be
shared with vendors or other

non-PTA organizations.

Please notify Marilyn Ryan at

directory@bcptacouncil.org or

at 410-665-4450 regarding any

errors or changes in directory
information so that accurate records
can be maintained. Periodic directory

updates will be included in future
issues of the Bulletin.

Baltimore County
PTA Council website

www.bcptacouncil.org

Legitimacy: Bylaws give the members assurance of the mission, structure, and policies of the group. The IRS

requires bylaws on file for 501(c)(3) status.

Efficiency: Your bylaws include procedures for decision making so that your PTA can conduct all its business

according to the rules and as efficiently as possible.

Consistency: Rules and policies that have been documented in the form of bylaws can be applied consistently.

For information and assistance with the bylaws revision process please contact Marilyn
Ryan, Chair, Bylaws and Procedures, PTA Council of Baltimore County, at 410-665-4450

or bylaws@bcptacouncil.ors. REMINDER: Bring a copy of your bylaws
with you to the PTA Council Reception and Workshops on 10/21; a

Bylaws Workshop will be offered during both sessions.

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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Is your local PTA a
Unit in Good Standing?

(Refer to Article IV of your local bylaws)
e Current Bylaws (updated every 3 years)
e Maintain at least 25 members
ePay Maryland and National PTA dues *

eInsured for bonding, liability, and direc-
tor’s and officers coverage with the
MDPTA negotiated carrier’s policy

eIncorporation in the state of Maryland

o File appropriate tax forms with the IRS;
copy of 990 filing sent to MDPTA

e Conduct annual audit; copy to MDPTA
Being a unit in good standing (in compliance
with the Standards of Continuing Affiliation)
allows your local PTA unit to be eligible
for membership awards, credential cards
for National PTA Convention and Mary-
land PTA Convention, and/or participate in
the Reflections program. * Council dues
must also be paid in order to receive Directory,
delegate cards and to participate in annual
Council Awards and Council Reflections.

Have you checked the status of your unit's
incorporation?

To determine whether your PTA is "In Good
Standing" by the Maryland Department of As-
sessments, contact them at 410-767-1350. Not
being in good standing can result in the loss

of your incorporation and the protection it
provides. It will cause your local PTA to lose
its good standing status, and thus not be able to
participate in several of our programs and
benefits. This loss of standing by the Maryland
Department of State is usually a result of not
filing your property tax report.

THIS REPORT NEEDS TO BE FILED WHETHER
YOUR PTA/PTSA OWNS ANY PROPERTY OR
NOT!!!

Check your status www.dat.state.md.us

= Click on Business Data Search

= Click on Business Entity Search. Then enter

either the PTA name as originally submitted OR

the Incorporation number for your PTA.

When you see your PTA, click on general

information. This will give you an overview of

the status of your PTA.

If your PTA was never incorporated or

the incorporation is forfeited and needs
to be revived, you must contact the

Maryland PTA office at 410-760-6221.

Reminder for Filing IRS 990 Tax Form

This is a reminder to file a 990, 990EZ, or 990N tax form for
organizations with a tax- exemption status with the IRS. Safe-
guard your 501(c)(3) status and eliminate the assessment of
fines by filing this tax form on time. Go online for guidelines to
determine if your PTA should file the 990, 990EZ, or 990N
form. The IRS website, www.irs.gov, has the most current
information.

The IRS deadline for PTAs to file a 990 or 990EZ form is the
15th day of the 5th month following the organization’s fiscal
year. For instance, a fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 must
file by November 15, 2010.

For the 2009-2010 financial year, all PTAs with annual receipts
normally $25,000 or less will have to file an Electronic Notice (e
-Postcard) Form 990-N. All PTAs with annual receipts less
than $1.0 million and total assets less than $2.5 million must
file a 990 or 990EZ form. Note: IRS has increased the annual
receipts limits for the filing of the 2010-2011 financial year.

Every PTA must send a copy of their 990 filing to Maryland
PTA, 5 Central Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD 21061.

PLAN TO ATTEND!

PTA Council Fall Reception & Workshops on 10/21

Filing the IRS 990 Tax Form

Workshop First Session

Financial Management/

Treasurer Responsibilities
Workshop Second Session

Workshops presented by John Ryan,
Treasurer, PTA Council of Baltimore County \

PTA: everychild. onevoice.

For additional assistance with determining incorporation
status, filing of the personal property report form, and all
other financial questions and/or concerns please contact the
PTA Council of Baltimore County Treasurer, John Ryan, at
410-665-4450 or email treasurer@bcptacouncil.org

Page 5
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PTA COUNCIL “OFFICE”

reach us by email.

PTA Council Board of Directors

Always Looking for

Exceptional People

The Nominating Committee of the PTA Council is actively
seeking PTA leaders to fill vacant positions on our Board
of Directors. The term for any of the following offices
would end on June 30, 2012:

First Vice President

Vice President for Chairmen
Vice President for Membership
Area Vice President:

Northeast area, southern cluster
Northeast area, northern cluster
Southeast area, northern cluster
Northwest area, southern cluster
Northwest area, northern cluster
Southwest area, northern cluster
Southwest area, southern cluster
Central area, northern cluster

Area Vice President:

Area Vice Presidents function as the liaisons between
the Council and the PTAs in the designated cluster. You
can find the cluster in which your PTA is located as
well as a description of the duties of an AVP at
www.bcptacouncil.org;“About Us” page.

If you are interested in filling one of these board positions
or know of an excellent candidate, please contact
John Ryan, Chair, Nominating Committee
at 410-665-4450 or email
nomination@bcptacouncil.org.

The PTA Council does not maintain an office. Everyone serving on PTA Council

is a volunteer. Our official mailing address (and storage room) is Cockeysville
Middle School, 10401 Greenside Drive, Cockeysville, MD, 21030. When using
interschool mail please clearly indicate Attn: PTA Council, Cockeysville MS on the
envelope. The Council “office “phone line, 410-666-6637, operates as a voice mail
system. Leave your message and we will return your call. Of course you can always

PTA COUNCIL OF
BALTIMORE COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
CONTACT INFORMATION
CAN BE FOUND IN
THE DIRECTORY
AND ON THE
COUNCIL WEBSITE
www.bcptacouncil.org

WHAT DOES
A COUNCIL DO?

The council is a key link in the
line of communication between
the local unit, the state PTA and
the National PTA. It contributes
to a stronger, more effective
organization by providing
information, inspiration and
instruction for its member units.

Responsibilities of a council
are to do the following:
e Strengthen local PTAs
e Develop leadership
e Promote membership
e Give service to the
local school community

Members of the Board of
Directors are expected to
attend all regular and special
meetings of the board of
directors, assigned committee
meetings, and the general
council meetings.

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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Use Just Between Friends for PTA Tasks

www.pta.org/online_ membership data reporting.asp

To better inform all PTA members and enhance the effectiveness of our child advocacy efforts, in 2009 National PTA®
selected Just Between Friends as the PTA membership management and communication system. Just Between Friends
was chosen because they exhibit “best-in-class” capabilities for a private, secure system.

Today, thousands of PTAs are using Just Between Friends for membership management; printing membership cards;
communicating with their entire schools through emails and automatic reminders; volunteer/participation management;
and online or paper directory creation.. For Frequently Asked Questions visit https://www.pta.org/2056.hthttps://.

PTA recommends that all units use Just Between Friends to enhance local units' membership and communication
capabilities. It will simplify your life and strengthen your PTA. You can enter your unit into the system by visiting
www.JustBetweenFriends.com/PTAquickstart. To learn how to use the system, visit www.LearnJBF.com. Here you’ll
find lots of “How-to” information, useful insights plus a list of live and recorded webinars, as well as self-training
modules. If you have any questions, just visit www.JustBetweenFriends.com and click on the Contact Us button, then
click on JBF Customer Support.

PLAN TO ATTEND THE

Just Between Friends Workshop

Presented by Frani Ciesielski,
Office Staff, Maryland PTA
PTA Council of Baltimore County Fall Workshops on 10/21

All PTAs have free access

to AJust Between
one of the many resources

and benefits provided by

National PTA to every

local unit.

WWW W DR RWWWW DR R WV W WD R R W W WD DR W W DWW DWW
W 2010 - 2011 Maryland PTA Membership Theme W
W "MEMBERSHIP—OUR HIDDEN TREASURE!" W
W W
W W W WD W W W W W W R R W W W W W R W R W W WD R W W W W W R w W
MEMBERSHIP CARDS Why Join
Membership Cards were mailed from Maryland the. PTA:
PTA in August; sent to each PTA president c/o the Difference
the school address. An invoice, billing your PTA | Between PTA
for the initial membership cards ,was enclosed in and other
this mailing Parent Groups
. ) www.pta.org/
The Maryland and National PTA portion of each PTA Versus

enrolled member’s dues should be remitted to the
Maryland PTA office on a monthly basis. A new
invoice will be issued monthly for any cards that
are outstanding, until all cards are paid for or the
remaining cards are returned to the Maryland
PTA office.

Additional cards can be obtained (after making a
payment for 75% of the initial invoice) by calling
the Maryland PTA office at 410-760-6221.

Brochure-re.pdf

less than a penny a day
Currently, the dues for MD PTA are $1.50 per member per year and
the dues for National PTA are $1.75 per member per year. The total
State and National portion adds up to $3.25 per member per year.
Membership is less than a penny a day. Each member has an
abundance of resources and services available to them.
Please visit www.pta.org/pta_ member benefits.asp

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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PTA REFLECTIONS

40 Years of Achievement in the Arts

Unleash students’
artistic talents

PTAreflections.org

Mo sl Medka Spoasar af FTA Relsclons F ogram

“Together We Can”

2010-2011 Theme

October 2010

Students must adhere to the General Student Participation
Rules as well as the rules for their specific arts area.
Please refer to the Maryland PTA Reflections booklet sent
to each local PTA/PTSA President or download at

www.mdpta.org; click on the link for “Reflections”.

PTA/ PTSAs
Program are requested

contact information (name, email, & phone number ) to
PTA Council; send to president@bcptacouncil.org.

participatin‘;

t

Reflections Program
Designed to enhance rather
than replace a quality arts
education, the Reflections
Program provides opportunities
for students to express
themselves and to receive
positive recognition for their
artistic efforts.

The PTA Reflections Program
offers all students the opportunity
to create original works of art in six
categories: dance choreography,
film production, literature, musical
composition, visual arts and pho-
tography. Students in pre-school
through grade 12 are challenged to
create art that supports this year’s
theme, “Together We Can”.

Local PTA/PTSA Eligibility: To
be eligible to participate in the
Reflections Program, a local PTA
must be “In Good Standing”.

Deadlines: The deadline to
forward local PTA entries for
Council level judging is Monday,
January 3, 2011. A local PTA
must set their deadline well ahead
of this date to provide adequate
time to complete judging and to
properly prepare any entries for
delivery to Cockeysville MS.

A total of four entries per each
age division (primary: pre-school -
grade 2, secondary: grades 3-5,
middle: grades 6-8, and senior:
grades 9-12) in each of the six art
categories can be submitted by a
local PTA/PTSA to the Council
for county level judging.

Entries receiving county awards

of kxcRlencelarelorlvared to Y €
oMarylgnd T fmsiatetjudging. h

The state then forwards 18 entries

for national PTA judging. Partici-

pants are recognized at each level

of judging.

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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The PTA Council of Baltimore County
is ready and willing to assist you with
information, support, guidance and
training. To be a more effective PTA
Council, we need your input and
Whether your PTA unit is brand new,  involvement. Our children’s academic
rebuilding, growing, or well established success depends on building and main-
there is always a need to learn more and taining a strong partnership between
do more to fulfill the mission and family, school and community.
purposes of PTA. Each year is a new
opportunity for growth, improvement
and advocacy.

Thursday, October 21, 2010 at New
Town High School.

The registration fee is a legitimate PTA
expense. To ensure that the workshop
information is shared with your mem-
bership, you could request each attendee
to present a brief report at a PTA meet-
ing or submit an article for your news-
letter. It is important to demonstrate to
We encourage each local PTA to attend your membership the value of leader-
the Fall Reception and Workshops on ship training.

Workshop topics have been
carefully selected to address
the education and welfare of
our children as well as PTA
operational issues. Since it
would be impossible to schedule
a workshop on every topic, we
have requested over 80 groups
representing BCPS offices ,
Maryland State Department of
Education, Baltimore County
government, cultural arts
groups, and health and safety
organizations to share informa-
tion in the exhibit area.

Baltimore County Council

PR

everychild. onevoice’

“Connect for Success”

FALL RECEPTION AND WORKSHOPS

Thursday, October 21, 2010
New Town High School
6:00 pm — 9:30 pm
Check our Council website,

www.bcptacouncil.org, for an
updated list of all participating

Event Highlights

Reception and Exhihits 6:00 pm -7:00 pm: Dine on lite fare and desserts,

prepared by the talented culinary arts students from George Washington Carver
Center for Arts & Technology. as you visit with vanous BCPS personnel,
special guests, and over sixty exhibitors representing health, safety, education
and cultural arts nonprofit organizations.

Meeting 7:00 pm: Attend the PTA Council General Membership Meeting.

Waorkshops, Session I @ 7:45 pm & Session IT (@ 8:40 pm: Select from a
variety of topics offered in 45 minute sessions. Please refer to future mailings
and the PTA Council website for a list of the workshop topics and presenters.

All PTA leaders, school personnel, and community members
are encouraged to attend this extremely informative event.

Early Bird Registration Fee: $13.00 per person if postmarked by 10/08/10
Late Regisiration Fee: $18.00 per person, postmarked 10/09/10 thru 10/15/10

Please refer to the Registration form
To access registration form, future updates, and directions visit www_beptacounal.org
Nancy L .Ostrow @ 410-321-0019, presidentia beptacouncil org
Registration: Manlyn Byan @ 410-665-4450, bylaws(@bcptacouncil org

exhibitors and workshops.

To advocate effectively at the
school, county, or state level
you will need to inform,
involve, and motivate your
PTA membership. We will
provide you with the tools.

This event meets all six of the
PTA National Standards for
Family-School Partnerships
Programs:

Welcoming All Families
Communicating Effectively
Supporting Student Success
Speaking Up for Every Child
Sharing Power
Collaborating with Community

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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SUPERI

For the past

10 years, Balti-
more County
Public Schools
has increased
its focus on
ensuring that
all students
graduate ready
for college and career success. A new
report from the College Board
Advocacy & Policy Center shows that
this is more important than ever.

According to the “Education Pays
2010” report, people with college de-
grees earn more and are far less likely
than others to experience unemploy-
ment, and the gaps in unemployment
rates and earnings are widening. The
College Board reports, “While unem-
ployment has risen for both groups
during the economic downturn, from
2005 to 2009 the difference between
the unemployment rates for those with
a bachelor's degree and those with a
high school diploma increased from 2.3
to 5.1 percentage points. In 2008, four-
year college graduates earned nearly
$22,000 more than those with just a
high school diploma ($55,700 vs.
$33,800). The earnings of college

NTENDENTOS

Dr. Joe A. Hairston, Superintendent of Baltimore County Public Schools

graduates increased more rapidly from
2005 to 2008 than the earnings of high
school graduates.”

These findings are reinforced by second
decade predictions from “Nine Shift”
authors William Draves and Julie
Coates. They foresee a continued de-
cline in job opportunities for those with
less than a four-year college degree and
growth of well-educated “knowledge
workers.”

In addition, the Education Pays 2010
report shows that education improves
both financial and non-financial aspects
of individuals’ lives. People with
college degrees are more likely to have
health insurance and to vote, volunteer,
and exercise.

For Baltimore County Public Schools,
according to the Maryland Report Card,
85 percent of our 7,400 graduates each
year plan to immediately pursue higher
education. BCPS 2010 graduates
reported $86.4 million in scholarships
received.

The good news is that college atten-
dance rates are on the rise in Baltimore
County. A Student Tracker Study,

conducted by the independent, nonprofit

National Student Clearinghouse, found
that college attendance rates for BCPS
graduates have increased from 2002 to
2009 across racial, economic, and

THE
BALTIMORE

CouNrty
PusLic
SCHOOLS

gender divisions.

The college-bound culture in Baltimore
County Public Schools is the result of a
comprehensive approach, based in our
Blueprint for Progress, to increasing
academic rigor and expanding educa-
tional opportunities and expectations for
all students. Components of this include
our: enduring partnerships with the
College Board and with area colleges
and universities, Advancement Via
Individual Determination (AVID)
program, expansion of Advanced Place-
ment offerings, efforts to increase
participation in the SAT and AP, and
College Gateway Partnership.

Parents, as always, are essential partners
in the development and maintenance of
this college-bound culture. The value
parents place on education, the belief
they have in their children’s academic
abilities, and the expectations they
express for student success are primary
influences on our students.

We welcome parents as our partners as
we continue to enrich our college-bound
culture and prepare our students for
future success.

(To view the complete Education
Pays 2010 report, visit
http://trends.collegeboard.org/files/
Education Pays 2010.pdf.)

[ BCPS Invites the Public to Participate in

an Online Satisfaction Survey
Through this easy-to-use survey, students,
parents, and community members from throughout
the county will be able to provide feedback to the
school system about a variety of topics.
= The survey is available online only. Those needing
—;} assistance accessing the Internet may do so via computers
/’ff-— in BCPS schools and at county public libraries.

Survey is available
through 10/15/10
at www.bcps.org

Watch BCPS News!
Broadcast on
Comcast Cable channel 73
and Verizon FIOS channel 35

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD!

ATTEND THE AREA
PRE-BUDGET MEETINGS
BCPS OPERATING BUDGET FY 2012

September 22, 2010 Northeast Area Education Advisory Council
7:00 p.m. - Eastern Technical High School
(Sign up begins at 6:30 pm.)

October 11, 2010 Southeast Area Education Advisory Council
7:00 pm. - Sollers Point Technical High School
(Sign up begins at 6:30 pm )

October 12, 2010  Northwest Area Education Advisory Council
Pre-Budget Hearing for Operating FY 2012 & Capital FY 2013
7:00 p.m. — Owings Mills High School
(Sign up begins at 6:30 p.m)

October 14, 2010  Central Area Education Advisory Council

7:00 p.m. — Cromwell Valley Elementary School
(All speakers must pre-register by calling 410-887-3172)

October 20, 2010  Southwest Area Education Advisory Council
Pre-Budget Hearing for Operating FY 2012 & Capital FY 2013
7200 p.m. — Woodlawn High School
(5ign up begins at 6:30 pm)

PTA encourages everyone to take an active role
in the decision making process that affects all of

our children’s public school education.
Baltimore County Council

PR

cverychild. opevoice.!

ATTEND THE PTA COUNCIL FALL

Board of Education

2010-2011

ESS Building, Greenwood Complex
6901 Charles St, Towson, MD

www.bcps.org/board

Meetings 7:00 PM
Advisory & Public Comment
Speaker sign up required that

evening prior to start of the meeting

Work Sessions 6:30 PM
No Advisory or Public Comment

Meeting Work Session
7:00 PM 6:30 PM
October 5 October 19
November 9 November 23
December 7 December 21
January 11 January 25
February 8 February 22
March 8 March 22
April 05 none
May 10 May 24
June 14 none
July 12 none
August 9 none
MAGNET PROGRAMS

The application cycle for the
2011-2012 school year will
end on November 30, 2010.

Applications must be
postmarked by the deadline
date. Applications may also

be hand-delivered to the
Office of Magnet Programs,
6901 Charles Street, Towson,
MD, 21204, until 4:30 p.m.
on November 30, 2010.

Magnet applications are now

RECEPTION & WORKSHOPS ON 10/21 :

. . available and may be
Take advantage of this opportunity to learn | , - .\ - . 1 by following the
more about the school operating and capital | |inks under the Application
budget process; from budget formation to
the final adoption by the County Council.

and Assessment Guidelines
section on the
Magnet Programs webpage;

BCPS Office of Budget and Reporting
Exhibit Area: Meet informally from 6:00 pm— 7:00 p.m.
Workshop: Attend to learn more & share your funding requests

www.bcps.org/offices/omp/

Or contact the Magnet Office
at (410) 887-4127.

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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The BCPS
Books of Character
Internet Book Club
provides a system- wide
opportunity for students,
teachers, parents, and
community members to
participate in activities that
help students analyze,
discuss, and develop
good character.

The book selections will feature
the following character traits; one per
quarter of the school year:

Respect
Tolerance
Integrity

Responsibility
For more information visit:
http://
beyondwordschallenge-
books.pbworks.com

BULLETIN October 2010

- Dangers of Alcoholic Energy Drinks

National PTA Resolutions | B .
¢ Social Host Accountability for FOIIOW the Sig':ns

Und Drinki
neerage HHAHINg to Family Involvement

e Education of the Dangers of Tobacco
Use and Secondhand Smoke

o Substance and Alcohol Abuse
Awareness and Prevention

e Prescription and Over the Counter
Drug Abuse

To access all PTA Resolutions visit
www.pta.org/current_resolutions.asp

Plan to Attend the 10/21
PTA Council Workshop on
Substance Abuse Awareness
“Raising Drug Free Kids”
presented by Michael Gimbel,

Slow down and make time to talk to your child
about his or her day, every day.

Director, St. Joseph Medical Center’s PR
' Welcoming Scheels + Involved Familieg = Student Success whetpetild anevolon®
Powered By ME! e e e ——

As a parent, you have the power to keep your children safe and drug-free.
Use resources from PTA to help you talk to your kids about substance abuse.

www.pta.org/topic_substance abuse.asp

NEED ASSISTANCE IN THE PROPER
PLANNING OF PTA/PTSA SPONSORED
ACTIVITIES? Attend this 10/21 Workshop:
PTA Insurance Coverage; Key Revisions to
BCPS Rule 1300: Use of Facilities; basics of
Risk Management; and IRS requirements.

CELEBRATE
PTA Healthy Lifestyles Month
November 2010

» -~

To download a copy of “Healthy
Lifestyles a Parent Guide”, or to
locate additional resources
and ideas visit
www.pta.org/healthy lifestyles.asp

Key Revisions to
BCPS Rule 1300

¢ Revised to permit Family Bingo Nights. All
criteria must be met. Please refer to the revised
application form.

e Revised application form requests more details
regarding the planned event/use of facilities.
http://www.bcps.org/system/policies rules/
forms exhibits/1000Series/FORM1300.pdf

e Requires documentation of crowd management
training for indoor activities involving 50 or
more people in accordance with the State of
Maryland fire code. Online training is available
at www.firemarshal.state.md.us/; After
successfully completing this 20 minute online
course you will receive a certificate good for
three (3) years.

ool
PLAN TO ATTEND

a workshop on
Bullying &
Cyberbullying

PTA Council Event 10/21

¥ ',b\-."l AR

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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K GGve a Iittle _chame a /ot '

social and physical benefits to kids across the nation.

“Give a little, change a lot” will be the rallying call to action for the Million Hours of Power grassroots
campaign. Research proves that parent involvement leads to student success in school and life. Children
perform better in school when both the mother and the father, or a male role model, are both involved in the

To combat historically low male participation in parent involvement
iz groups, National PTA’s MORE (Men Organized to Raise Engagement)
[] "B M I I[]" H []UPS Alliance and the National Fatherhood Leaders Group have teamed up to

o f E)@WII launch One Million Hours of Power, an initiative to inspire 350,000
ER |

American men to dedicate three hours of service to the education, health
and well-being of children.

Three hours of service—truly a small amount of time to invest—from
350,000 men totals more than 1 million hours of true power to the lives of children, resulting in educational,

education of their children. View flyer at http://www.pta.org/Million_Hours_of Power flyer.pdf

The Million Hours of Power campaign will encourage men to dedicate three hours of their time to the health,
education and well-being of children in their families and communities during the 2010-2011 school year.
Working with the National Center for Fathering, PTA will provide a tracking tool so you can log your hours
and watch the campaign’s progress toward 1 million hours. Visit http://tinyurl.com/millionhoursofpowerlog

The hope 1s that once men see how much reward they get for so little effort, then they will develop greater
habits of engagement and responsibility to children and families. Learn more at http://www.pta.org/4197.htm

Now through October 31st Vote for National PTA's Pepsi
Refresh Project Good Idea: Million Hours of Power

www.refresheverything.com/millionhoursofpower

PTAO®s -fewstettersgrovide a quick, easy way to get
the latest information on important topics for all parents,
educators, and child advocates:

PTA Parent E-newsletter

PTA Parent provides concise information twice a month
on topics such as parent involvement, student success,
child safety, and health and wellness. Information comes
from PTA's vast pool of parent resources as well as from
other online resources for parents.

PTA Takes Action Update

The monthly PTA Takes Action Update offers the latest
news on legislative issues affecting families, children,
education, schools and communities. It also provides
resources for readers to get involved in advocating for
children's issues. In addition, subscribers receive Action
Alerts with breaking news and calls to action.

Local Leader News

The twice-monthly Local Leader News gives PTA local
leaders information on PTA programs and resources and
offers ideas for improving their leadership and unit
management skills.

To subscribe or to read archived editions of any of
these newsletters, go to PTA.org/E-newsCentral.

We are pleased to announce that Sam Macer, President of
Maryland PTA, and Ivelisse Castro, National PTA Service
Representative, will be in attendance at the PTA Council Fall
Reception & Workshops on October 21, 2010.

Plan to attend workshops on the following topics:
The Importance of Engaging Fathers
Building PTA Membership
The Power and Value of PTA
National PTA Resources & Programs

Identifying & Addressing
Local PTA/PTSA Issues

What issues are of concern to your
membership and/or school principal?

What has your PTA/PTSA done to
address the identified issues?

Please share with PTA Council by emailing
president@bcptacouncil.org

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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PTA Marketing Tools:

PTA/PTSA Logos

When used properly, PTA logos
and tagline create a consistent
message, help unify all PTAs,

and set PTA apart from the
competition.

Create a customized logo
www.pta.org/
logos and usage.asp

Type PTA Name Here

PIA

everychild.onevoice”

Type PTSA Name Here

PISA

everychild.onevoice®

October 2010

BULLETIN

“This is NO ORDINARY parent group, this PTA of ours. This is an
association with a LONG HISTORY. A national movement to represent

all CHILDREN. This is the place for EFFECTIVE child advocacy, parent
ENGAGEMENT, and school programs. This is millions of members
speaking with one voice for children, EDUCATION, and families. We fight
for parent involvement provisions, for QUALITY learning environments,
for healthier kids. This is an organization not afraid to take on the hard topics
and everyday challenges. This is where the buck stops and better SCHOOLS
begin. This is how the school COMMUNITY comes together before school,
in school, afterschool with programs to help every school partner with
FAMILIES, to help every child achieve their POTENTIAL. We make sure
DREAMS are shaped, art is created, science is explored, literature shared,
and math understood. This is school spirit. This is an EXTRAORDINARY
group of moms, dads, teachers, principals, aunts, uncles, grandparents,
caregivers, business people, advocates. This is an energy so powerful you
can feel it in all we do. THIS IS ALL OF THE ABOVE, ALL AT THE
SAME TIME. THIS IS PTA.”

PTA’s National Standards for Family -School Partner-
ships were revised in 2007 with the goal of deepening
PTA’s commitment to increasing family involvement
by expanding the focus of our work to promote what
schools, parents and communities must do in partner-

ship to support student success.

_ Now is the time to build on

that success by supporting the
development of programs,
practices, and policies in
schools that are guided by the
Standards and measure gains
using an implementation guide
and assessment plan.

PTA National Standards
for Family-School
Partnerships:

An Implementation
Guide

rpmirstn

Give National PTA Your Feedback

We rely on feedback to improve the PTA Kit. Help make
next year’'s kit—and kit delivery—even better by sharing
your thoughts and suggestions The survey will be
available September 20—-October 29, 2009, at
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22B6XH2KYD2

THE OFFICIAL

PTA

You can also access the contents of this Official
PTA Kit online at www.pta.org/3104.asp

Access information online at
www.pta.org/family
school partnerships.asp

“I, Martin O’Malley, Governor of
the STATE of MARYLAND, do hereby
proclaim OCTOBER 2010 as
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT MONTH
in the state of Maryland, and do urge all
citizens to join me in recognition of the
importance parents have in their children's

life, education and school community.”
Proclaimed the 1st Day of October 2010

@—— _ﬂ
Family involvement in children’s
education increases student
success in school --- and has been
at the heart of PTA since its
founding in February 1897.

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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Parent Support Services
A BCPS resource program
to assist families, schools,

and community organizations

in promoting student
achievement.

The Parentmobile will visit
PTA Council of Baltimore County
Fall Reception and Workshops

At New Town High
Thursday, October 21, 2010

5:30-7:00 PM

This program is designed to
focus on the following goal as
identified in the Baltimore
County Public Schools Blue-
print for Progress: “Engage
parents/guardians, businesses,
and community members in the
educational process.”

The Baltimore County Public Schools’ Parentmobile is a traveling
educational resource center for parents and families. Visitors can...

* Learn about Baltimore County Public Schools’ curricula.

* Select resources and materials to assist learning at home.
Visit Baltimore County Public Schools’ websites.

Learn about community resources that support education.
Learn about resources that support families of students with
special needs or limited English proficiency.

Visit
Parent Support Services
Resource Centers
in the Exhibit Area
October 21st
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Parents and family members are encouraged to board the big blue bus and ||
find additional ways to support their children in their academic achievement II
|

resources for adult education RESOURCE CENTER

Resource Centers for

Families & Schools centers, area colleges, child care LOCATIONS
The five Resource Centers, part of centers, and other community-based
the Baltimore County Public Schools organizations Northeast Area
Parent Support Services Program, are ® support to schools and PTAs as Middlesex Elementary

they design parent involvement
activities to reach school goals

information and support for parents
and families of students with
disabilities

information and support for non-
English speaking parents and
families

website access to resources and
information that support parent
involvement that increases student
achievement

committed to supporting student 410-887-0321
achievement in our homes, schools,

and communities. ° Southeast Area

Dundalk Middle School

Centers provide: 410-887-7147

e instructional resources and services e
for students, families, educators,
and community members

e assistance to parents in locating and e
identifying educational resources in
Baltimore County Public Schools
and the greater community

Central Area
White Oak School
410-887-5281

Parent Support in
Special Education

of learning environments that reflect
and celebrate a sense of multicultur-
alism; and that foster positive
attitudes and perceptions about
learning in all students

e a wide range of training, inservice,
and teacher and parent development
activities designed to support
student learning

e educational support activities and

e encouragement for the development o

support and encouragement to
parents in developing home
environments that support learning
and student success

Visitors to the centers will have access
to a variety of equipment, supplies,
and materials to produce educational
items with the support of experienced
staff. Consumable materials are
charged at replacement cost.

410-887-5443

Northwest Area
Campfield Early Childhood Center
410-887-1269

Southwest Area
Maiden Choice School
410-887-3646

PTA: everychild. onevoice.
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Information published in the
Council Bulletin is meant to be
passed along to your membership!

PTA Council President: Nancy L. Ostrow, 410-666-6637
email: president@bcptacouncil.org

BULLETIN Editor email: editor@bcptacouncil.org Articles may be re-printed in local

Printer: Mount Royal Printing PTA newsletters by adding the credit:

Website: www.bcptacouncil.org fi R-printed from the PTA Council of Baltimore

. . . ) . County Bulletin (Mon
The PTA Council of Baltimore County Bulletin is published nine

times a year . Subscription <88100.

Upcoming

Events

Tuesday Oct Board of Education Meeting, ESS Building, 7:00 PM

Thursday Oct 7 PTA Council Board of Directors Meeting, ESS Building, 7:30 PM

Monday Oct 11 SE Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Sollers Point Technical HS, 7:00 PM
Tuesday Oct 12 NW Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Owings Mills HS 7:00 PM

Thursday Oct 14 Central Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Cromwell Valley ES, 7:00 PM
Tuesday Oct. 19 Board of Education Meeting, ESS Building, 6:30 PM (work session)

Wednesday Oct 20 SW Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Woodlawn HS, 7:00 PM

Thursday Oct 21 PTA Council Reception and Fall Workshops, New Town HS, 6:00-9:30 PM

Thursday Nov 5 PTA Council Board of Directors Meeting, ESS Building, 7:30 PM

Fri-Sat Nov 12-13 Maryland PTA Fall Convention, The Maritime Institute, Linthicum, MD 21091

Sun-Sat Nov 14-20 Celebrate American Education Week by visiting a Baltimore County Public School

PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc. NONPROFIT ORG
Cockeysville Middle School U.S. POSTAGE
10401 Greenside Drive PAID

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030 BALTO., MD
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everychild. onevoice.

PTA Council
FALL RECEPTION &
WORKSHOPS
October 21st

Bring PTA Membership Card
And Voting Delegate Card




