
In partnership with          

BCPS and the greater 

school community, 

PTA Council strives to 

ensure that every child 

receives a quality                

education in a safe and 

nurturing learning   

environment. PTA Council of Baltimore 

County highly encourages everyone to  

―Connect for Success‖.   
 

Connect with Resources and Informa-

tion: Read the various Bulletin articles 

and visit the featured websites. We             

encourage you to explore all of the           

resources available from PTA, BCPS,   

and MSDE. Become informed! Become 

Involved! 

 

Connect with your School: Continue to 

monitor homework, interims and report 

cards. Follow up on observations made 

during American Education Week and/or 

items discussed at a Parent-Teacher              

Conference. 

 

Connect with the School System (BCPS  

and MSDE): Attend School Board meet-

ings and Area Education Advisory           

Council Meetings. Make a difference by               

sharing your opinions and suggestions          

for improvements. Celebrate success by 

becoming aware of all the great things 

that are happening in our schools.   

 

Connect with your Elected Officials: 
Advocate for adequate public school 

funding. Raise awareness by sharing your 

school’s specific needs. 

 

Connect with your local PTA member-
ship: Plan PTA meetings and programs 

that meet the needs and expectations of 

your membership. Increase avenues of 

communication.  

 

Connect with PTA Council: Share your 

best practices, ideas, and concerns. Attend 

meetings and participate in leadership 

training.   

 

Connect with State and National PTA: 
Become aware of all resolutions and        

position statements, programs, resources, 

and training opportunities.  

 

 

Together, we can make every child’s  

potential a reality! 

Nancy L. Ostrow 
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Nancy L. Ostrow, President, PTA Council of Baltimore 

CELEBRATE 

PTA Healthy Lifestyles Month  

November 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download a copy of ―Healthy               

Lifestyles a Parent Guide‖                              

www.pta.org/healthy_lifestyles.asp 

 December Bulletin will feature a 

recap of the PTA Council Fall  

Reception & Workshops, 

“Connect for Success”, held on 

10/21/10 at New Town High 

PTA Council of Baltimore County 

Celebrating 60 Years of Service                               
Established October 1950 

Family involvement in                  
children's education                       

increases student success in 
school --- and has been at 
the heart of PTA since its 

founding in February 1897. 

PTA COUNCIL IS REQUESTING YOUR INPUT 
     SHARE THE WAYS THAT YOUR PTA/PTSA CELEBRATED AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 

OR SHARE YOUR PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS & CLASSROOM VISIT EXPERIENCES  
Please send via interschool mail to Cockeysville MS, attn PTA Council or email president@bcptacouncil.org  



 

PTA Council of Baltimore County 
 

November 2010  

PTA:  everychild. onevoice. Page  2 

 

PTA/PTSA  

President’s  

Calendar 
 

 

NOVEMBER 

 Celebrate PTA Healthy Lifestyles 

Month 

 Attend Maryland PTA Fall Convention, 

11/12-13, Maritime Institute, Linthicum 

 Electronically file IRS 990 by 11/15 

 Celebrate American Education Week, 

Sunday-Saturday, 11/14-11/20 

 Continue distribution of  PTA 

membership cards 

 Continue to pay Maryland PTA and 

National PTA membership dues  

 

DECEMBER 

 Complete Reflections judging at the 

local level and prepare paperwork for 

entries moving on to Council level 

judging. Due to Council by 1/03/11. 

 Continue distribution of  PTA 

membership cards 

 Continue paying Maryland PTA and 

National PTA membership dues 

(monthly). 

 Remind treasurers to submit Charitable 

Solicitations Form, if applicable. 

 

REMINDER 

When sending PTA correspondence  

via email, letter, etc. DO NOT include 

business or professional information  

with your signature. Doing so uses 

the PTA for personal gain which is  

in violation of the non-commercial 

provision of our tax exempt status  

and of our bylaws. 

                    HIGHLIGHTS                                     

   BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING 

October 07, 2010 

 Action Item: 

 Consideration of Audit Committee Report 

 General Council Meeting Policies & Proce-

dures (forward to general membership 10/21) 

Discussion Items: 

 Fall Reception & Workshops 10/21/10 

 Maryland PTA Convention    

       LOCAL PTA ACTION ITEMS 
  Filing IRS 990 

The IRS deadline for PTAs to file a 990 or 990EZ form is the 15th day of the 

5th month following the organization’s fiscal year. For instance, a fiscal year 

ending June 30 must file by November 15. Every PTA is required to file. For 

assistance with completing all forms and any financial matters please contact 

John Ryan, Treasurer, at 410-665-4450 or email treasurer@bcptacouncil.org 

 

 Local Bylaws 

Our goal is to have all local bylaws current by the end of this school year.                  

If you are not sure of the status of your bylaws or you need help in                          

updating them, contact Marilyn Ryan, Chair, Bylaws, by email at                                           

bylaws@bcptacouncil.org or by phone, 410-665-4450.  

  
Membership Cards 

A membership card needs to be issued for every dues payment received by 

your PTA/PTSA. It is your responsibility to distribute PTA/PTSA cards to 

your membership in a timely manner. In addition, the State/National portion              

of each member’s dues is to be remitted monthly to Maryland PTA.   

 
 Incorporation 

In accordance with Maryland PTA bylaws, all local units are required to be 

incorporated. To  check your status go to the Taxation and Assessment website 

at www.dat.state.md.us;click on  Business Data Search and then Business              

Entity Information. Please contact John Ryan at  410-665-4450 or MD PTA  

office at 410-760-6621 for additional information and/or assistance.    

COUNCIL DUES 
In August 2010 local PTA/

PTSA Treasurers were 

mailed the annual Council 

Dues Invoice. (as per Bylaws) 

We thank those who paid by 

the October 1st deadline. All 

overdue payments must be 

paid immediately. Contact 

secretary@bcptacouncil.org 

  INSURANCE 
When planning all PTA events and activities refer to the                                      

BB&T Insurance Summary and Loss Prevention Guide. 
( guide sent to all insured PTAs and posted at www.mdpta.org ) 

 

Red Light Activities:  PROHIBITED 
 

 Yellow Light Activities: CAUTIONARY                                                                    
Require certain conditions must be met and insurance broker must be                             

consulted in advance of engaging in these activities. 

 

Green Light Activities: APPROVED 

 USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 

                  BCPS Rule 1300  
 Application Form 
http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/

forms_exhibits/1000Series/FORM1300.pdf 

 Crowd Management Training 
State of Maryland 

www.firemarshal.state.md.us/ 

 Family Bingo Nights 

  Refer to Rule 1300   

http://e2ma.net/go/1837440168/1680655/62554629/goto:http:/www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.firemarshal.state.md.us/
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Baltimore County PTA               
website 

 

www.bcptacouncil.org 

PTA COUNCIL DIRECTORY                 
 

Four copies of the PTA Council Directory will be sent to each PTA president following  

receipt of  Council dues. One copy should be retained by the president, one copy given to  

the principal, and the other copies given by the president to board members who are  in  

most need of the information.  
 

The Directory information is for local PTA use only, not to be shared with 
 vendors or other non-PTA organizations. 

 

Please notify Marilyn Ryan at directory@bcptacouncil.org or at 410-665-4450 regarding any errors in 

directory information so that accurate records can be maintained. 

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO THE DIRECTORY 
Page 56 - change approval date to October 21, 2010 

In order to maintain our policy of limiting PTA contact information for 

local PTA use only, we are unable to publish the specific address and 

phone changes in the Bulletin.  Each PTA president will be mailed a 

list of all additions/corrections to share with those who have been given 

a copy of the Directory. 

IN MEMORIUM 

The PTA Council extends our            
deepest sympathy to the family, 
school and PTA of the following           
individual who has passed away: 

 

 Donald L. Leifert, Jr. 
Teacher 

Towson High School 
 

A memorial donation  
will be given in his name to the  

Maryland PTA Scholarship Fund. 

 

Council Memorials 
 

 

PTA Council provides a memorial 
donation to the Maryland PTA  

Scholarship Fund whenever an           
administrator, teacher, or PTA officer 

dies while serving the Baltimore 
County Public Schools.                           

PTA Council also provides a                    
memorial donation whenever a               

student in grades Pre-K through 12    
dies while registered in a Baltimore 
County Public School. Should your 
school suffer such a loss, please 
contact the PTA Council office                 

at 410-666-6637, so that a                       
memorial may be prepared. 

 

              

 

 

 

 

    

95th Annual Fall Convention 
"MEMBERSHIP—OUR HIDDEN TREASURE!" 

  . November 12-13, 2010 
 Maritime Institute & Conference Center 

 Linthicum Heights, MD   21091  

 

Meet Chuck Saylors, President, National PTA 
Participate in the Business of Maryland PTA 

Experience Training & Networking Opportunities 

Registration & Information 

www.mdpta.org 

  The PTA Council Nominating Committee is actively seeking   

 PTA leaders to fill vacant positions on our Board of Directors. 
Please contact John Ryan, Chair, Nominating Committee,                                        

at 410-665-4450 or email nomination@bcptacouncil.org 
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PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc.  

AUDIT COMMITTEE  

REPORT 
 

The financial records of the PTA  

Council of Baltimore County, Inc.,  

including the year-end report have  

been reviewed for the 2009-2010  

fiscal year. All transactions have  

been documented, and reconciled  

to bank records.  
 

Balance, August 1, 2009  

   Checking Account          $ 16,160.61 

 Certificate of Deposit       $ 15,250.91 

 

     Receipts                        $ 21,439.60 

      

     Disbursements              $ 17,520.50 

  

Balance, July 31, 2010     

  Checking Account           $ 14,958.32 

 Certificate of Deposit       $ 15,342.74 

 Certificate of Deposit       $   5,029.56 

  

Checking Account Reconciliation 

Bank Statement Balance,  

     July 31, 2010                $ 14,958.32 

Total Outstanding Checks—none                     

Balance, Checking Account 

       July 31, 2010              $ 14,958.32 

Balance, Certificate of Deposits 

       July 31, 2010              $ 15,342.74 

       July 31, 2010              $  5,029.56  
 

Date audit completed:   

    October 05, 2010 

Presented to Board of Directors: 

    October 07, 2010 
 

Auditing Committee                                           

    Frank Thomas, Chair 

    Jackie Brewster 

    Jacquie Meyer 

 

The complete Audit Report and  

Treasurer’s Annual  Report                               

may be accessed at:    

           www.bcptacouncil.org/ 

         councilbudget.htm 

  Local PTA/PTSA Annual Financial Report and Audit 
As required by your bylaws, the local PTA/PTSA Treasurer prepares 

an Annual Financial Report (Year End Financial Report) and an Audit 

is conducted annually by an audit committee or auditor.                    

Upon completion of  audit, copies of both documents must be sent to: 

 Maryland PTA 

 5 Central Avenue  

 Glen Burnie, MD   21061  
 

For additional information contact John Ryan, PTA Council Treasurer                                     

by phone at 410-665-4450 or by email at treasurer@bcptacouncil.org.  

        MARYLAND PTA 
  www.mdpta.org     410-760-6221 
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 "Together We Can” 
 

Congratulations to all of the local PTAs 

who are participating in this year’s             

Reflections Program – your commit-

ment to the arts provides a venue for 

children to express their creativity!  

 

In order for PTA Council to ensure that  

all local entries are received for judging, 

we need all participating PTAs to regis-

ter with Council. If your PTA has not 

yet registered you must immediately  

email president@bcptacouncil.org. 

 

Only PTAs that  have paid Council 

Dues and are in compliance with all 

Charter Requirements are permitted to 

send entries on for Council level judg-

ing. PTA Council will be following up 

with all registered PTAs to ensure that 

all requirements have been met. 

 

Students must adhere to the General 

Student Participation Rules as well as 

the rules for their specific arts area.  

PTA Reflections Chairs are reminded to 

follow the instructions for Reflections 

Chairs in the Maryland PTA Reflections 

Packet. The Reflections Packet can be 

downloaded from www.mdpta.org 

(click on Reflections).  

 

PTA entries being submitted to the PTA 

Council for county judging can be hand 

delivered Monday, January 3, 2011,

(during school hours) to Cockeysville 

Middle School, 10401 Greenside Drive, 

Cockeysville, MD, 21030.  If  planning 

to drop off entries prior to winter break, 

arrangements must be coordinated with 

and approved by Council; email Nancy 

Ostrow at president@bcptacouncil.org 

or phone 410-521-0019.  

 

To prevent  the possibility of damage, 

lost items or late arrival, we request 

that you do not send your entries via 

interschool mail. 

 

Save the Date: Reflections Award 

Ceremony, Sunday, 3/20/11, 2:00 pm, 

Cockeysville Middle School 

                  
                       
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA COUNCIL                        

ANNUAL AWARDS 

Nomination forms can 

be downloaded at 

www.bcptacouncil.org 

Nomination Deadline: 3/24/11 

Practical Information That 

Parents Can Put to Use 
Developed through a joint effort  

between NEA and National             

Parent Teacher Association, these 

two-page guides provide parents and 

caregivers with fundamental tools to encourage their 

children's success in school. Download the PDF            

versions or, if you prefer, order hard copies of each 

brochure at no charge. (able to order multiple copies) 

http://www.nea.org/tools/30263.htm                                      

or call toll free 800-717-9790. 
 

 Topics: * Guide Also Available in Spanish 

 Preparing Your Child For School * 

 A Successful Kindergarten Transition * 

 Raising Ready Readers—and Keeping Them That Way 

 Helping Your Child Learn To Read * 

 Helping Your Child With Today’s Math 

 Raising Scientific Literate Children * 

 Hey Mom, I Want To Be An Engineer * 

 Helping Your Child Do Well in School 

 Helping Your Teen Get the Most Out of High School * 

 Testing At Your Child’s School * 

 Choosing Supplemental Education Service Providers 

Investigate How Well Your School                                          

is Helping Students Learn:   
The Education Nation Scorecard allows families to 

navigate the education system by providing useful,                   

easily understandable information about performance             

at individual schools, as well as in districts, states,                 

and the nation as a whole.  

http://nbcscorecard.greatschools.org/ 
 

Your School’s Performance: What Can You Do 

http://nbcscorecard.greatschools.org/use-the-

data.html#schoolsection 

Nickelodeon’s Dora the Explorer and National PTA 

present Dora’s Beyond the Backpack, an initiative 

championing overall kindergarten readiness for                

preschoolers and their families. Log onto 

www.BeyondtheBackpack.com 



Each November, American          

Education Week invites parents 

and community members into  

the schools. In Baltimore County 

Public Schools, we extend an  

ongoing invitation for parent   

and community involvement.  

We want the community to           

witness and support the high-

quality academic instruction and 

dynamic learning taking place in all of our classrooms, 

in all of our schools. 

 

Visiting our schools during American Education Week 

and throughout the year offers a great opportunity to  

see how instruction is delivered, the interaction between 

teachers and  students, how technology is integrated 

into instruction, and the environment in which your 

children spend so many hours. 

 

American Education Week is also a time to connect 

with other parents and to learn more about ways you 

might contribute more of your time and talents to the 

schools. 

Moreover, your presence in the 

schools demonstrates to your               

children the value you place on their academic success. 

Knowing that you have taken time away from work  

and other responsibilities to sit in their classrooms            

and observe learning in action makes an indelible            

impression on them. 

 

Very often attendance at American Education Week 

activities is highest at elementary school levels and                        

declines as students reach higher grades. This year, I 

challenge parents of students in every grade to make          

an appearance in the schools. Although they might say  

otherwise, it makes our children proud and encourages 

their continued success. 
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  BCPS website 

  www.bcps.org 

MAGNET PROGRAMS 
The application cycle for the 

2010-2011 school year will end  

on November 30, 2010.   

Applications must be post-

marked by the deadline date or 

may also be hand-delivered to 

the Office of Magnet Programs, 

6901Charles Street, Towson, 

MD, 21204, until 4:30 p.m.               

on November 30, 2010.                

For additional information, 

please call the Magnet Office             

at (410) 887-4127. 

ATTEND THE AREA EDUCATION                                  

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
For meeting topics and school locations email the 

listed contacts or visit www.bcps.org 

Southeast Area Education Advisory Council 

Date: Monday, November 08, 2010 @ 7:00 pm 

Contact: jbrews1@earthlink.net  

Central Area Education Advisory Council 

Date: Thursday, November 11, 2010 @7:00 pm 

Contact: tlmullen4@verizon.net 

Southwest Area Education Advisory Council 

Date: Wednesday, November 17, 2010 @ 7:00 pm 

Contact: brian.s.bailey@gmail.com 

Northeast Area Education Advisory Council 

Date: Wednesday, November 17, 2010 @ 7:00 pm 

Contact: smarks@bcps.org 

Northwest Area Education Advisory Council 

Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2010 @ 7:00 pm 

Contact: cjacob123@aol.com 

Twice Exceptional Learners 
Guest presenter: Karin Tulchinsky-Cohen 
Director of Training, Weinfeld Education Group 

Monday, November 8, 2010  
7:00pm, ESS Building, Room 114 

Joint Meeting of BCPS 

 Citizen’s Advisory Committee for 

 Gifted & Talented Education 

and 

Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Committee 
Contact: Karen Syrylo, Chair, CACGT  

Ksyrylo@cs.com  

SUPERINTENDENTôS MESSAGESUPERINTENDENTôS MESSAGE  
Dr. Joe A. Hairston, Superintendent of Baltimore County Public Schools 

mailto:jbrews1@earthlink.net
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―Follow the Signs to Parent Involvement‖  
 Download all 16 ñFollow the Signsò:  

http://www.pta.org/FollowTheSigns-group01.pdf 

http://www.pta.org/FollowTheSigns-group02.pdf 

http://www.pta.org/FollowTheSigns-group03.pdf 

http://www.pta.org/FollowTheSigns-group04.pdf 

National PTA Magazine                                                   
Our Children empowers PTA local units to act on           

behalf of all families by offering advice on running 

PTA programs, advocacy campaigns, and other  

vital organizational functions. Our Children                

empowers principals, superintendents, and school 

boards by offering them insight into issues of               

importance to families and communities.                          

To access the online edition, visit www.pta.org  

Please support the development of                    

programs, practices, and policies in your school 

that are guided by the PTA National Standards 

for Family –School Partnerships 

 

Implementation Guide: 

Share this guide with all            

members of your School                

Improvement Team.  

 

           Assessment Guide: 

Measure gains in the School 

Improvement Plan  

 

    Download at www.pta.org 

  BCPS Parent Support Services 
             Download Resources    
    www.bcps.org; select Parents/Family  
 

 Communicating With Your Child's School 

  A Year of Parent Involvement 
 Reflecting on Your Involvement  
  American Education Week Parent  

Checklist 
 

 Tools for Effective Conferencing 

 A Parentôs Guide to Parent Teacher                                   
   Conferences  
 Conference Questions Worksheet           
    Elementary 
 Conference Questions Worksheet   

Secondary 

PTA ADVOCACY: SCHOOL BUDGET 
Thanks to all PTA/PTSAs who attended  

the five BCPS Area Education Advisory 

Council pre-Budget Hearings to advocate   

 for their school’s funding needs.                     

 Operating: Technology, Drop off Zones,      

Improving Security Systems, Expanding    

Music programs, etcé   

Capital:  Air Conditioning and Relief for 

School Overcrowding, etc... 

 

http://www.bcps.org
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/A-Year-of-Parent-Involvement.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/Reflecting-on-Your-Involvement.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/AEW-Parent-Checklist.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/AEW-Parent-Checklist.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/oea/publications/pdf/Parent-Teacher-Conference-Brochure.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/oea/publications/pdf/Parent-Teacher-Conference-Brochure.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/conf_quest_worksheet_elem.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/conf_quest_worksheet_elem.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/conf_quest_worksheet_sec.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/conf_quest_worksheet_sec.pdf
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PTA Council President:  Nancy L. Ostrow,  410-666-6637 
 email: president@bcptacouncil.org 
BULLETIN Editor:   email: editor@bcptacouncil.org 
Printer: Mount Royal Printing 
Website: www.bcptacouncil.org 
 
The PTA Council of Baltimore County Bulletin is published nine    
times a year . Subscription cost: - $6.00. 

PASS IT ON! 
 

Information published in the  
Council Bulletin is meant to be 

passed along to your membership! 
 

Articles may be re-printed in local 
PTA newsletters by adding the credit: 

 

ñRe-printed from the PTA Council of Baltimore 
County Bulletin (Month/Year)ò 

Tuesday Nov    2      Gubernatorial Election Day; exercise your right to vote. 
Thursday Nov    4                     PTA Council Board of Directors Meeting, ESS Building, 7:30 PM 

Tuesday Nov    9      Board of Education Meeting, ESS Building, 7:00 PM  
Fri-Sat             Nov 12-13                 Maryland PTA Convention, The Maritime Institute, Linthicum, MD 
Mon-Fri           Nov 15-19                 American Education Week                                                                                                     
Tuesday Nov   23  Board of Education Work Session, ESS Building, 6:30 PM 
Thursday Dec    2                     PTA Council Board of Directors Meeting, ESS Building, 7:30 PM 

Tuesday Dec    7      Board of Education Meeting, ESS Building, 7:00 PM  
 

BULLETIN 
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CELEBRATE 
American Education 

Week 
Visit a Public School 

November 15-19 


