
Each local PTA/PTSA 

reaches out to parents, 

school staff, and their 

community to build 

the strong family-

school partnerships 

that will benefit every 

child.  

 

 Through training and support, Council 

assists each local PTA in their ability to 

meet the goals of their membership as 

they advocate on behalf of the needs of 

children. Our Council is merely the  

connection, linking 160 locals to state 

and national PTA programs, initiatives, 

mission and purpose. 

PTA serves as: 

 A powerful voice for all                

children, 

 A relevant resource for families 

and communities, and 

 A strong advocate for the              

education and well-being of 

every child. 

 

 Please attend the                                           

following events! 
 

 Attend the BCPS Pre-Operating 

Budget Hearings scheduled in each 

of the five areas of the county. Let 

your voice be heard; speak on behalf 

of your school’s budget needs for 

next year (2012/2013.)  Refer to    

page 12 for a calendar of hearings. 

 

  Attend the PTA Council annual           

Fall Reception and Workshops to         

be held on Thursday, October 20, 

2011, from 6:00-9:30 p.m. at New 

Town High School. Activities range 

from sampling the light fare prepared 

by Western School of Technology           

Culinary Arts students, visiting with 

60+ exhibitors, attending our general 

membership meeting, and participat-

ing in workshop sessions relevant to 

PTA and our children’s well being 

and education. Refer to page 9 for 

additional event information. 

 

The PTA Council of Baltimore County           

encourages everyone to ―Connect for 

Success‖.  Together, we can make every 

child’s potential a reality. 

 

Nancy L. Ostrow 
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everychild. onevoice. 

Baltimore County Council 

 

 
PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY,INC. 

BULLETIN 

Nancy L. Ostrow, President, PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc.  

Every local that pays 

their “Council Dues                

Invoice” by October 1
st
 

will be entered into a 

drawing for the                          

opportunity to win     

two registrations to the 

PTA Council                

Fall Reception & 

Workshops (10/20/11) 

The five winning locals will be notified 

on 10/07/11; drawing will take place at 

our Council’s October BOD Meeting 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE KAMENETZ                     

AND THE BOARD OF EDUCATION                          

HAVE EACH  PROCLAIMED                                        

SEPTEMBER 2011                                                   

PTA MEMBERSHIP MONTH                                 

IN BALTIMORE COUNTY                                  
Refer to page 11 
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PTA/PTSA  

President’s  

Calendar 
 

SEPTEMBER 

 Conduct general membership meeting/ 

        adopt 2011-2012 PTA/PTSA budget 

 Register for the PTA Council Fall   

Workshops, 10/20, New Town HS 

 Pay Maryland PTA and National PTA 

membership dues monthly 

 Distribute cards to your  membership 

 Pay BB&T insurance premium  

 Send copy of annual audit to MD PTA 

OCTOBER 

 Attend PTA Council Fall Reception 

and Workshops, 10/20, New Town HS 

 Pay Maryland PTA and National PTA 

membership dues monthly 

 Distribute cards to your  membership 

 Attend the BCPS pre-operating budget 

hearings FY 2013 
 

   

REMINDER 

When sending PTA correspondence  

via email, letter, etc. DO NOT include 

business or professional information  

with your signature. Doing so uses 

the PTA for personal gain which is  

in violation of the non-commercial 

provision of our tax exempt status  

and of our bylaws. 

Council Memorials 
 

PTA Council provides a memorial 
donation to the Maryland PTA 
Scholarship Fund whenever an   
administrator, teacher, or PTA          
officer dies while serving the               

Baltimore County Public Schools. 
PTA Council also provides a               

memorial donation whenever a          
student in grades Pre-K through 12 
dies while registered in a Baltimore 
County Public School. Should your 
school suffer such a loss, please 

contact the PTA Council at                   
410-666-6637,so that a memorial 

may be prepared. 

   HIGHLIGHTS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

August 04, 2011 

 Adopted 2011-2012 Council Budget 

 Adopted 2011-2012 Council Board of 

Director’s Goals 

 Adopted proposed bylaws amendment; 

vote by general membership 10/20/11 

PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS GOALS 2011-2012 
 

 Actively recruit and welcome members to fill          

vacant positions on the Board of Directors 

 Assist all PTA units to achieve and maintain the 

standards of affiliation established by Maryland 

PTA 

 Promote the PTA as the most prominent and            

visible child advocacy organization in Baltimore 

County 

 Increase PTA membership in Baltimore County 
                                       

Adopted August 4, 2011                                    

September 01, 2011 

 Appointed alternates to MD PTA 

BOD; Jayne Lee & Jackie Brewster 

 Elected Jacquie Meyer to fill At Large 

vacancy on Council Nominating Com-

mittee  

PTA Council 2011-2012 

PTA COUNCIL INTERSCHOOL  MAILINGS 
Sent to the Attention of Each Local PTA/PTSA President  

 BTS Mailing (scheduled to arrive at school by Friday September 9th) 

 Proposed Council Bylaws Amendments/Require 30 days notification prior 

to membership vote on 10/20/11(scheduled to arrive by Friday, September 16th)           

BOD Meetings    

Held on Thursday @ 7:30 pm 

ESS BLDG (6901 Charles St) 

 

2011 

    October 06   

    November 03 

    December 01 

2012 

    January 05 

    February 02 

    March 01 

   April 12 

   May  03 

   June 07 

General Meetings & Events 

October 20, 2011: Fall Reception &  

  Workshops at New Town HS, 6:00 pm 

 

January 26, 2012: General Meeting,           

      Loch Raven HS, 7:30 pm 

 

March 18, 2012: Reflections Award 

    Ceremony, Cockeysville MS, 2:00 pm 

March 22, 2012: General Meeting,  

     Loch Raven HS, 7:30 pm 

    

April 26, 2012: Awards and Elections, 

      Perry Hall MS, 7:30 pm 

 

June 05, 2012: Leadership Training 

      Loch Raven HS, 7:00 pm 

All Council 

Meetings & 

Events Are 

Open to the  

Public.  
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PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, INC. 

2011-2012 BUDGET 
 

                                                          Budget                           Actual  Amount                   Budget 
                                                       2010-2011                            2010-2011                    2011-2012    

 
BALANCE FORWARD             $35,330.62             $35,330.62 $35,821.30 
 
RECEIPTS: 

Membership Dues   $18,496.00  $17,847.50   $17,312.00 
Fall Workshops 2,500.00  1,766.00 2,000.00 
Interest  35.00  27.17 20.00 
Miscellaneous Income              50.00            25.12           50.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS:     $21,081.00  $19,665.79 $19,382.00 
  

TOTAL ASSETS   $56,411.62   $54,996.41 $55,203.30 
 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Executive Board: 

101 Administration $    150.00                 $   0.00 $100.00 
103 Copy/Reproduction             1,800.00  1,081.34 1,500.00 
104 Equipment/Pers. Property Tax     100.00         0.00 50.00 
105 Hospitality     750.00        479.38 750.00 
106 Memorials 250.00  250.00 250.00 
108 Postage      500.00      389.64 500.00 
109 Supplies      1,250.00      774.46 1,000.00 
110 Telephone    500.00         368.45  500.00 
111 Bank Charges                               50.00        18.00 50.00 
 

Publications: 
201 Bulletin       6,000.00  4,006.04 6,000.00 
202 Directory      2,500.00  2,490.00 2,100.00 
203 Subscriptions 250.00  0.00 250.00 
204 Web Site      1,000.00  364.45 500.00 
205 Resource Materials 100.00  47.86 100.00 
 

Leadership Development: 
301 Fall Workshops           2,500.00  2,360.76 2,500.00 
302 National Convention    2,500.00  1,349.88 3,500.00 
304 MCPT (Fall) Convention     1,000.00     900.00 1,200.00 
305 MCPT Summer Conference 2,000.00  925.00  
306 Workshops & Meetings 100.00  0.00 100.00 
307 Technical Support 150.00  0.00 150.00 
 

Standing Committees: 
401 Committees 250.00  0.00 100.00 
402 Legislation 250.00  0.00 100.00 
403 Council Recognition 1,500.00  1,032.94 1,500.00 
 

Special Projects: 
604 Reflections  2,500.00  1,794.88 2,200.00 
606 Membership Incentive 750.00  0.00 750.00 

 
Public Relations 

801 Public Relations 550.00  542.03  
                                                     _________                           _________                    __     _____  

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS:  $29,250.00  $19,175.11 $25,750.00 
 

FUNDS TO CARRY FORWARD:   $27,161.62  $35,821.30  $29,453.30 
 

           Adopted: August 4, 2011 
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PLAN TO ATTEND!  
PTA Council Fall Reception & Workshops  

October 20, 2011 
 

 Financial Management/ 

Treasurer Responsibilities 
Workshops presented by John Ryan, 

Treasurer, PTA Council of Baltimore County 

AUDIT: Every PTA/PTSA is                   

required to conduct an annual review 

(audit) for their financial year. A copy of 

this audit must then be sent to MD PTA, 5 

Central Ave, Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Refer to MD PTA “Cash Encounters” for  

Financial Review Report Format and a 

Sample Annual Financial Report. 

 

IRS 990: Every PTA/PTSA is                   

required to file annually; by November 

15th. If annual gross income was $50,000 

or less you can file the 990 e-postcard 

online. Provide a copy of 990 filing to MD 

PTA. For assistance in filing the IRS 990 

please contact MD PTA at 410-760-6221. 
 

INSURANCE: Every Mary-

land PTA/PTSA is required to have insur-

ance coverage through BB&T. Enrollment 

Forms for 2011-2012 coverage were previ-

ously sent to all PTA/PTSAs. This form 

can also be downloaded at www.mdpta.org 

Current coverage ends on 9/30/11; do not let 

your insurance coverage lapse. 

 

BYLAWS: Need to be reviewed at 

least every three years and submitted to 

MD PTA for approval.  A copy of the new 

Bylaws Template was included in the “White 

Box” leadership mailing sent to local PTAs.  

 

INCORPORATION: All 

local PTA/PTSAs must be incorporated in 

the state of Maryland.  To maintain your 

incorporation status a Personal Property 

Tax Return must be filed by April 15th 

each year whether or not your PTA/PTSA 

owns any property. Check your status at 

the Taxation and  Assessment website at 

www.dat.state.md.us.  

If  your PTA/PTSA is not incorporated or 

the incorporation needs to be revived,              

contact MD PTA at 410-760-6221. 

“CONDUCTING AN AUDIT” 

Select from one of three dates 

http://e2ma.net/go/1837440168/1680655/62554629/goto:http:/www.dat.state.md.us/
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PTA COMMITMENT 
 

I am committed to helping every child succeed by building strong PTAs.  

I agree to do the following: 

 Sign up three new members 

 Conduct at least one program/project for members to get involved at school 

 Attend and/or host leadership training 

 Offer membership training for membership chairs and committee members 

 Learn more about PTA 

  National PTA E-Learning  
     www.pta.org/e_learning.asp 

 
Username and password are                       

located on the back of your PTA 

membership card.  

FREE 

PTA TRAINING 

 

 

 

 

 

KITS WILL STILL BE DELIVERED TO ANY            

LOCAL UNIT THAT DID NOT PRE-REGISTER   

Back to School Kits will be shipped to Active PTA units that did 

not register for a preferred shipping date. These kits will be 

shipped to the unit address on file with National PTA. They will 

be shipped in alphabetical order starting with the name of 

the local unit. The shipment schedule is listed below: 

September 30: A-Ed  

October 7: Ef-Lee 

October 14: Lef-Roa 

October 21: Rob-Z 

If you did not pre-register, please check at your school for                 

the future delivery of the BTS Kit; the kit, as pictured above,                     

will be sent within a white outer carton.                                                                       

All pre-registered kits were previously sent to the requested 

mailing address as indicated on your online registration form. 

Leadership Mailing  

2011-2012                
―White Box‖ Contents 

 MD PTA President’s Letter  

 National PTA Dues Increase Info 

 MD PTA Adopted Bylaws                               

Amendments (7/16/11) 

 Local PTA Bylaws Template 

 Membership Guide: Making a               

Difference (yellow cover) 

 Cash Encounters, Guide for 

Money Management (green) 

 Forms & Instructions (blue) 

 Sample Reports (pink)  

 Reflections Program; Guide for 

Local Chairs (purple) 

 Honorary Life Membership 

Award Application 

 MD PTA Parent/Family                          

Involvement Grant; due 10/01  

 Contents of a Procedure Book  

 Principal’s Guide to PTA (blue)  

 Just Between Friends Info 

 Assorted fundraising flyers  

 Class Acts Arts Brochure 

Contents to be reviewed and 

shared with your entire Board 

ACCESS 

BTS KIT 

RESOURCES 

ONLINE 
www.pta.org/3104.asp 

REGISTRATION IS NOW CLOSED FOR THE                

2011 MARYLAND PTA FINANCIAL WORKSHOP 
For the 40 confirmed attendees this all day training is scheduled for 10/01/11 at 

the Maryland PTA Office in Glen Burnie. For additional MD PTA training                                 

opportunities visit http://www.mdpta.org/bridge_training.html 

To Access Resources  

―RUNNING A PTA‖ 

 Visit www.pta.org 

MARYLAND PTA IS ON FACEBOOK 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/53457603877/ 
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PTA  

COUNCIL  

DIRECTORY 
 

 

Four copies of the PTA Council  

Directory will be sent to each  

PTA president following receipt of 

Council dues. A copy should be              

retained by the president, one copy 

given to the principal, and the other 

copies given by the president to board                 

members who are in most need of the                  

information. 
 

The Directory information is for 
local PTA use only, not to be 
shared with vendors or other              

non-PTA organizations. 
 

Please notify Marilyn Ryan at  

directory@bcptacouncil.org or  

at 410-665-4450 regarding any  

errors or changes in directory                       

information so that accurate records    

can be maintained. Periodic directory 

updates will be included in future     

issues of the Bulletin. 

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Copies of the PTA Council Bulletin keep members informed of issues affecting 

children and education. It is the official line of communication between PTA  

Council and the local PTA. Each local PTA receives four (4) free copies of  

each issue of the PTA Council BULLETIN. Copies are mailed to the home   

address of the president, the treasurer, and the recording secretary. The fourth 

copy is sent via interschool mail to the principal. If these individuals in your 

PTA are not receiving the BULLETIN, please notify Marilyn Ryan, 410-665-

4450, as soon as possible. 

 

The current and archived issues of the BULLETIN are posted online at the PTA 

Council website; www.bcptacouncil.org.  Additional printed copies are also 

available by subscription at the rate of $6.00 per year (9 issues). BULLETIN  

subscription order form can be downloaded at www.bcptacouncil.org. The           

subscription cost is a legitimate PTA expense. Please make checks payable to: 

PTA Council of Baltimore County and send to Marilyn Ryan, 3014 Sixth             

Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21234; or send via inter-school mail to Carney ES,                    

Attention: Marilyn Ryan. 

EACH PTA/PTSA IS GOVERNED BY ITS OWN BYLAWS                                                                                     

LOCAL PTA BYLAWS UPDATE 
 

Do you know where your bylaws are? Are they up to date? 

Does every member of your board of directors have a copy?  

Hopefully, your answers to all three questions are YES.  If 

not, now, is the time to take action.  

Our Council goal is to have all 160 local PTAs in Baltimore 

County appear on the Maryland PTA Standards of Continuing 

Affiliation report as current with bylaws.                 

Baltimore County          
PTA Council website 

 

www.bcptacouncil.org 

Why Bylaws:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Legitimacy: Bylaws give the members assurance of the mission, structure, and policies of the group. The IRS 

requires bylaws on file for 501(c)(3) status.                                                                                                                                                                                                

Efficiency: Your bylaws include procedures for decision making so that your PTA can conduct all its business 

according to the rules and as efficiently as possible.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Consistency: Rules and policies that have been documented in the form of bylaws can be applied consistently. 

For information and assistance with the bylaws revision process please contact Marilyn 

Ryan, Chair, Bylaws and Procedures, PTA Council of Baltimore County, at 410-665-4450 

or bylaws@bcptacouncil.org.  REMINDER: Bring a copy of your bylaws 

with you to the PTA Council Reception and Workshops on 10/20; a   

             Bylaws Workshop will be offered during both sessions.   

mailto:bylaws@bcptacouncil.org
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PTA Council Board of Directors  

Always Looking for  

Exceptional People 

The Nominating Committee of the PTA Council is actively  

seeking PTA leaders to fill vacant positions on our Board                 

of Directors. The term for any of the following offices             

will end on June 30, 2012:  

 

  First Vice President 

 Vice President for Chairmen 

 Vice President for Membership  

 Area Vice President:  

 Northeast area, southern cluster 

      Southeast area, northern cluster   

      Northwest area, southern cluster                                                                           

      Northwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, southern cluster 

      Central area, northern cluster 
 

Area Vice President:  

Area Vice Presidents function as the liaisons between                   

the Council and the PTAs in the designated cluster. You              

can find the cluster in which your PTA is located as                    

well as a description of the duties of an AVP at 

www.bcptacouncil.org;―About Us‖ page. 

 

If you are interested in filling one of these board positions             

or know of an excellent candidate, please contact                       

Jackie Brewster, Chair,  Nominating Committee                                  

at 410-288-3454 or email 

nomination@bcptacouncil.org.   

          WHAT DOES  

        A COUNCIL DO? 

 
The council is a key link in the 

line of communication  between 

the local unit, the state PTA and 

the National PTA. It contributes 

to a stronger, more effective   

organization by providing           

information, inspiration and   

instruction for its member units.  

 

Responsibilities of a council 

are to do the following:  

 Strengthen local PTAs 

 Develop leadership 

 Promote membership 

 Give service to the 

      local school community 

 
 

Members of the Board of    

Directors are expected  to   

attend all regular and special 

meetings of the board  of    

directors, assigned committee 

meetings, and the general 

council meetings. 

 

                             PTA COUNCIL “OFFICE”                                      
The PTA Council does not maintain an office. Everyone serving on PTA Council                      

is a volunteer. Our official mailing address (and storage room) is Cockeysville                                                               

Middle School, 10401 Greenside Drive, Cockeysville, MD, 21030.  When using     

interschool mail please clearly indicate Attn: PTA Council, Cockeysville MS on the                                                               

envelope. The Council ―office ―phone line, 410-666-6637, operates as a voice mail 

system. Leave your message and we will return your call. Of course you can always 

reach us by email.  

 

PTA COUNCIL OF                                   

BALTIMORE COUNTY  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

CAN BE FOUND IN                  

THE DIRECTORY    

AND ON THE                               

COUNCIL WEBSITE 

www.bcptacouncil.org 
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  Reflections Program 
Designed to enhance rather 

than replace a quality arts              

education, the Reflections             

Program provides opportunities 

for students to express                  

themselves and to receive            

positive recognition for their                

artistic efforts.  

 
The PTA Reflections Program          

offers all students the opportunity   

to create original works of art in six 

categories: dance choreography, 

film production, literature, musical 

composition, visual arts and pho-

tography. Students in pre-school 

through grade 12 are challenged to 

create art that supports this year’s 

theme, “Diversity Means”. 

   

Local PTA/PTSA Eligibility:  To 

be eligible to participate in the   

Reflections Program, a local PTA 

must be ―In Good Standing‖.  

  

Deadlines: The deadline to                         

forward local PTA entries for 

Council level judging is Friday, 

December 23, 2011. A local PTA   

must set their deadline well ahead 

of this date to provide adequate 

time to complete judging and to 

properly prepare any entries for              

delivery to Cockeysville MS. 

 

A total of four entries per each age 

division (primary: pre-school - 

grade 2, secondary: grades 3-5, 

middle: grades 6-8, and senior: 

grades 9-12) in each of the six art 

categories can be submitted by a 

local PTA/PTSA to the Council              

for county level judging. 

 

Entries receiving county Awards              

of  Excellence are forwarded to 

Maryland PTA for state judging. 

The state then forwards Outstanding 

Interpretation entries for national 

PTA judging. Participants are            

recognized at each level of judging. 

Students must adhere to the General Student Participation 

Rules as well as the rules for their specific arts area.                        

Please refer to the Maryland PTA Reflections booklet sent                   

to each local PTA/PTSA President or download at           

www.mdpta.org; click on the link for ―Reflections‖. 

PTA/PTSAs participating in this year’s Reflections                  

Program are requested to submit their coordinator’s 

contact information (name, email, & phone number ) to 

PTA Council; send to president@bcptacouncil.org. 

mailto:president@bcptacouncil.org
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Workshop topics have been 

carefully selected to address  

the education and welfare of  

our children as well as PTA  

operational issues. Since it 

would be impossible to schedule 

a workshop on every topic, we 

have requested over 80 groups           

representing BCPS offices ,  

Maryland State Department of 

Education, Baltimore County 

government, cultural arts 

groups, and health and safety 

organizations to share informa-

tion in the exhibit area.  

 

Check our Council website, 

www.bcptacouncil.org, for an 

updated list of all participating 

exhibitors and workshops.  

 

To advocate effectively at the 

school, county, or state level 

you will need to inform,               

involve, and motivate your  

PTA membership. We will           

provide you with the tools. 

  

This event meets all six of the 

PTA National Standards for 

Family-School Partnerships 

Programs:                                                          

CONNECT FOR 

SUCCESS 

 
Whether your PTA unit is brand new, 

rebuilding, growing, or well established 

there is always a need to learn more and 

do more to fulfill the mission and             

purposes of PTA. Each year is a new 

opportunity for growth, improvement 

and advocacy.  

The PTA Council of Baltimore County 

is ready and willing to assist you with 

information, support, guidance and 

training. To be a more effective PTA               

Council, we need your input and                 

involvement. Our children’s academic 

success depends on building and main-

taining a strong partnership between 

family, school and community. 

 

 We encourage each local PTA to attend 

the Fall Reception and Workshops on 

Thursday, October 20, 2011 at New 

Town High School.  

 

The registration fee is a legitimate PTA 

expense. To ensure that the workshop 

information is shared with your mem-

bership, you could request each attendee 

to present a brief report at a PTA meet-

ing or submit an article for your news-

letter. It is important to demonstrate to 

your membership the value of leader-

ship training. 

Welcoming All Families  
Communicating Effectively                   

Supporting Student Success 
Speaking Up for Every Child 

Sharing Power                                     
Collaborating with Community 
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For just over a penny a day,  

each PTA member has an abundance of 

resources and services available to them.                              
Visit 

www.pta.org/pta_member_benefits.asp  

 
Currently, the dues for MD PTA are $1.50 

per member per year and the dues for          

National PTA are $2.25* per member per 

year. The total State and National portion 

adds up to $3.75 per member per year.  
 

*At the July 2011 National PTA Convention, voting             

Delegates  approved an annual membership dues 

increase from $1.75 to $2.25 for National PTA dues. 

To access additional information regarding                                   

the National PTA dues increase visit 
http://www.pta.org/4599.htm 

2011- 2012 Maryland PTA Membership Theme 

  "MAKING A DIFFERENCE” 
http://www.mdpta.org/bridge_membership.html 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
Membership Cards were mailed from 

MD PTA in August to locals who had 

provided updated officer contact                

information; cards were sent to each 

PTA c/o the school address. An                

invoice, billing your PTA for these 

2011-2012 membership cards, was          

enclosed in this mailing.   

 

The Maryland and National PTA            

portion of each enrolled member’s   

dues should be remitted to Maryland   

PTA on a monthly basis.  A  new              

invoice will be issued monthly for          

any cards that are outstanding, until all 

cards are paid for or the remaining 

cards are returned to the Maryland       

PTA office. 

 

Additional cards can be obtained (after 

making a payment for 75% of the             

initial invoice) by calling the Maryland 

PTA office at 410-760-6221. 

MEMBERS CAN BE ENROLLED AT 

ANY TIME DURING THE YEAR 

  

EACH ENROLLED MEMBER MUST 

BE ISSUED THEIR MEMBERSHIP 

CARD IN A TIMELY MANNER 

 

2011-2012 PTA MEMBERSHIP IS 

VALID UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 

ON EACH  ISSUED PTA CARD ENTER THE                  

EXPIRATION DATE AS 9//30/12 

Focusing on the "T" in PTA 

Membership in PTA® is not limited to just             

parents. Teachers play a vital role in a child's              

education, but are often overlooked. National 

PTA is excited to introduce the creation of the 

website for teachers and those entering the             

profession to access PTA membership informa-

tion, resources and e-learning opportunities. To 

access PTA resources specifically for teachers, 

visit http://www.pta.org/4439.asp 

National PTA                              

Membership Toolkit 
http://www.pta.org/

pta_marketing_brochures.asp 

http://www.pta.org/4599.htm
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“I, Kevin Kamenetz, as 

County Executive of  

Baltimore County, 

hereby proclaim                                 

September 2011  

PTA Membership Month 

and do commend this               

observance to all citizens. 

Baltimore County                

encourages our citizens 

to expand their             

involvement in issues              

affecting the education, 

health and safety of our 

children by joining a            

local PTA/PTSA.”                                  
 

Proclaimed the 1st Day  

of September 2011 

National PTA is proud to            

announce the release of the 

video, PTA Advocacy: A Legacy 

in Leadership. Each PTA state/

congress will receive one DVD 

copy of PTA Advocacy: A            

Legacy in Leadership by              

November 2011. In addition,  

the video has been uploaded on 

the PTA website for PTA            

members to view and share!  

https://www.pta.org/4786.asp 

PTA Advocacy: A Legacy in Leadership can be used by state, 

council, and local PTAs to educate and recruit potential PTA  

members, increase the advocacy capacity of current PTA               

members, and increase sponsorship dollars. 

Howie Mandel                                  

Supports National PTA 
View his video message at  

http://www.pta.org/4726.htm 
Courtesy of Child Safety Network 

MEMBERSHIP IS THE 

 STRENGTH OF PTA 
 

The strength of your PTA lies in its 

membership—the parents, 

teachers, school administrators,              

business leaders, and community 

members who devote themselves to 

making a positive difference in the 

lives of children. Members are the 

lifeblood of PTA and provide the  

passion, leadership, and hard work 

needed to fulfill PTA’s Mission. 

 

Every individual who joins PTA is 

giving something not only to his or 

her child but to every child. Imagine 

how much stronger your community 

could be if every parent, every             

community member, and every            

business leader who could be                 

involved in PTA did get involved. 

 

Attracting new members and retaining 

current ones are among the most            

important duties of a PTA. A strong 

membership is essential for PTA                 

to be a force in decisions involving 

the welfare and education of children.   

 

But a thriving membership doesn’t 

just happen; it requires good planning 

and year-round attention from                       

leaders like you. 

SEPTEMBER 2011 PROCLAIMED                                    

PTA MEMBERSHIP MONTH                                 

IN BALTIMORE COUNTY 

“Whereas the Board of 

Education of Baltimore 

County recognizes the PTA 

Council of Baltimore 

County and local PTAs 

and PTSAs as important 

partners of the Board, be 

it resolved that the Board 

does herewith proclaim 

September 2011 as                  

PTA Membership Month 

and encourages parents, 

families, students,               

educators, and citizens to 

expand their involvement 

in issues affecting              

education in Baltimore 

County Public Schools.” 
Proclaimed on the 6th Day  

of September 2011 
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    ATTEND THE PTA COUNCIL FALL                     

  RECEPTION & WORKSHOPS ON 10/20  

  Take advantage of this opportunity to learn  

  more about the school operating and capital      

  budget process; from budget formation to             

  the final adoption by the County Council.        

                                                                                 

      BCPS Office of Budget and Reporting   
Exhibit Area: Meet informally from 6:00 pm– 7:00 p.m. 

Workshop: Navigate the budget process & share funding requests  

Board of Education               
2011-2012 

ESS Building, Greenwood Complex 
6901 Charles St, Towson, MD 

           www.bcps.org/board 

Meetings @ 7:00 PM 
Advisory & Public Comment 
Speaker sign up required that                   

evening prior to start of the meeting 
 

Meeting              Work Session 
7:00 PM                   6:30 PM 
October 11             October 25 
November 8           November 22 
December 6           December 20 
January 10             January 24 
February 7              February 21 
March 6                  March 20    
April 17                   none 
May  8*                   May 22 
June 12                   none 
July 10                    none 
August 7                 none 

 
* May 8 at New Town High School 

 
January 17 @ 7:00 pm: Public 

Hearing for the FY13 Operating 
Budget;Ridge Ruxton School                       

 
May 23 @ 7:00 pm: Public Hearing 

for the FY14 Capital Budget;                 
Location TBA                      

Plan to Attend! 

“Key Work of                          

School Boards”  
 Workshop Presented by  

Kitty Blumsack, 
Maryland Assoc. Boards of Education 

 

PTA Council Fall Reception 

& Workshops, 10/20/11 at 

New Town High School 

FYI: AS OF 9/06/11 THE 

BOE HAS MOVED             

PUBLIC COMMENT TO 

THE BEGINNING OF 

EACH BUSINESS  

MEETING AGENDA 
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BCPS Policy & Rule 1300; Use of School Facilities 
 

Please familiarize yourself with the recently revised  BCPS policy and rule 1300. Contact your school principal 

for additional information and application forms. Contact PTA Council with any questions that may arise.  

 http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/policies/1000Series/POL1300.PDF 

http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/rules/1000Series/RULE1300.PDF 

 

REMINDERS: 

  PTA is a legal entity operating independently of the school system. Therefore PTA/PTSAs must complete an 

application form for use of school facilities and/or grounds for each planned activity or event.  

 The application must be submitted to the school at least 45 calendar days prior to the event/activity noted on 

the application form.      

 Evaluation and approval is also necessary from the Office of Food and Nutrition for activities involving any 

preparation of food, serving of food, or concessions on-site.   

 

Revised application form is available from the school or can be downloaded: 
http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/FORMS_EXHIBITS/1000SERIES/FORM1300_Form_A.pdf 

 

Family Bingo Event  

1. An applicant, for a family bingo event, will obtain a bingo license, as required, from the Baltimore County De-

partment of Permits, Approvals, and Inspections, or its successor or other designated county office, and comply 

with all permits, as well as Baltimore County Department of Permits, Approvals, and Inspection’s rules and regu-

lations, except with regard to the award of any cash prizes.  

2. An applicant entity and its members must personally manage, operate, and conduct all aspects of the family 

bingo event.  

3. No cash prizes will be awarded for bingo; the estimated cash value of non-cash prizes awarded shall not be 

greater than $1,000.00 (previously limited to a $500.00 value per prize; now limit has been increased to  

$1,000.00 value per prize) 

 

Admission Fees: 

An admission or other fee may be charged by the sponsoring entity.  

 

Third Party Vendors  (refer to your BB&T Insurance Policy for additional 3rd Party requirements) 

In the event the applicant allows a third party vendor to sell any items in BCPS facilities and/or on its grounds, it 

is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all such vendors have appropriate permits and licenses from the 

appropriate governmental agency. It is the sole responsibility of the applicant and the user to ensure that, if appli-

cable, appropriate state and local taxes are collected and paid for all sales occurring in BCPS facilities and/or 

grounds; BCPS shall have no liability therefore.  

 

Crowd Management Training 

Requires documentation of crowd management training for indoor activities involving 50 or more people in              

accordance with the State of Maryland fire code. Online training is available at www.firemarshal.state.md.us/; 
After successfully completing this 20 minute online course you will receive a certificate good for 3 years. 

 

It is also very important to refer to the BB&T Insurance Loss Control Guide                                                          

when planning any PTA/PTSA sponsored program or event;  

http://www.mdpta.org/documents/2010LossControlGuideMD.pdf 

http://www.firemarshal.state.md.us/
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PTA Marketing Tools: 

 PTA/PTSA Logos 
When used properly, PTA logos 

and tagline create a consistent  

message, help unify all PTAs, 

and set PTA apart from the                

competition. 

Create a customized logo 

www.pta.org/

logos_and_usage.asp                                       

Type PTA Name Here 

 
 

Type PTSA Name Here 

 

 

ADVOCATE THE PTA WAY 

PTA is the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy 

association in the United States. Founded in 1897, 

PTA has a long, successful history of influencing            

federal policy to promote the education, health, and 

well-being of all children—resulting in kindergarten 

classes, child labor laws, school lunch programs, a 

juvenile justice system, and strengthened parent-

teacher relationships. PTA continues that legacy today 

by fighting for change under its federal public policy 

priorities. Download the brochure to learn more about 

how to advocate with PTA.                                                        

http://www.pta.org/4695.htm 

PTA’s free e-newsletters provide a quick, easy way  
to get the latest information on important topics for  

all parents, educators, and child advocates:  
PTA Parent E-newsletter 
PTA Parent provides concise information twice a 
month   on topics such as parent involvement, stu-
dent success, child safety, and health and wellness. 
Information comes from PTA's vast pool  of parent 
resources as well as from other online resources for 
parents.  
 PTA Takes Action Update 
The monthly PTA Takes Action Update offers the 
latest news on legislative issues affecting families, 
children, education, schools and communities. It also 
provides resources for readers to get involved in ad-
vocating for children's issues. In addition, subscribers 
receive Action Alerts with breaking news and calls 
to action. 
Local Leader News 
The twice-monthly Local Leader News gives PTA 
local leaders information on PTA programs  and re-
sources and offers ideas for improving their leader-
ship and unit management skills.  

  

To subscribe or to read archived editions of any                 
of these newsletters, go to www.pta.org/3472.asp 

IF YOUR PTA IS HOSTING A MOVIE NIGHT                                               
PLEASE BE AWARE OF THE FEDERAL COPYRIGHT ACT 

Neither the rental nor the purchase of a movie carries with it the 

right to show the movie publicly outside the home, unless the site 

where the movie is used is properly licensed for public exhibition.  

Therefore it is your PTA/PTSA’s responsibility to secure the Public 

Performance Site License for each ― Movie Night‖ you are hosting. 

This is a limited license to exhibit only the agreed upon movie title 

and show date in a K-12 school building. For additional information 

visit Movie Licensing USA;  http://www.movlic.com/k12/faq.html#10 

Internet Essentials  
National PTA presents a new innovative opportunity from 

Comcast®.  Internet Essentials provides affordable           

Internet service to households with children who receive 

free school lunches under the National School Lunch  

Program.  Learn more at http://www.pta.org/4766.htm 
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CELEBRATE 

PTA Healthy Lifestyles Month  

November 2011 

 

To download a copy of                        

―Healthy Lifestyles: a Parent’s 

Guide‖, or to locate additional 

resources and ideas visit                              
 

www.pta.org/healthy_lifestyles.asp 

Take Your Family to School Week 
February 12-18, 2012 

APPLY NOW FOR A $1,000 GRANT 
 Application Deadline: Friday, October 28th at 5:00 pm 

 

  www.pta.org/take_your_family_to_school.asp 
 

Take Your Family to School Week is celebrated 

each February to pay tribute to PTA’s legacy of 

building family-school partnerships.  

PTA Take Your Family to School Week will be 

held February 12-18, 2012 with the purpose of 

expanding and enhancing family engagement             

in schools across the country  

Celebrate Walk to School Day on October 5! 

―Hike it. Bike it. I like it!‖; 2011Walk to School Day slogan 

To access information visit http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/ 

Go beyond your Walk to School event to support safe walking and                   

bicycling all year long with Safe Routes to School programs. New Federal 

legislation has recognized the value of ongoing walking and bicycling and 

is providing funding for states to establish programs. 
 

APPLY NOW for a Spring 2012 mini-grant 

Applications Deadline: October 19, 2011 

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/mini-grants-app 

The National Center for Safe Routes to School is now accepting                        

applications for 25 mini-grants of $1,000 each. These mini-grants support 

the goal of Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs, which is to enable   

and encourage children to safely walk and bicycle to school.                                    

The mini-grant activities should occur between January 1, 2012,                            

and the end of the Spring 2012 semester. 

 

NICKELODEON’S WORLDWIDE DAY OF PLAY 
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PTA Council President:  Nancy L. Ostrow,  410-666-6637 
 email: president@bcptacouncil.org 
BULLETIN Editor email: editor@bcptacouncil.org 
Printer:  Mount Royal Printing 
Website: www.bcptacouncil.org 
 
The PTA Council of Baltimore County BULLETIN is published nine    
times a year . Subscription cost: - $6.00. 

PASS IT ON! 
 

Information published in the  
Council BULLETIN is meant to be 

passed along to your membership! 
 

Articles may be re-printed in local 
PTA newsletters by adding the credit: 

 

“Re-printed from the PTA Council of Baltimore 
County BULLETIN (Month/Year)” 

Wednesday Oct     5    NE Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Stemmers Run MS, 7:00 PM 
Thursday Oct     6                  PTA Council Board of Directors Meeting, ESS Building, 7:30 PM                                                                   
Monday Oct 10 SE  Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Sollers Point Technical HS, 7:00 PM  
Tuesday         Oct   11                  Board of Education Meeting, ESS Building, 7:00 PM    
Thursday Oct  13 Central Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Padonia ES, 7:00 PM 
Tuesday         Oct   18                  NW Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, New Town HS, 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Oct 19   SW Area Advisory Council Pre-budget Hearing, Meadowood Educ. Center, 7:00 PM  
Thursday Oct 20    PTA Council Fall Reception and Workshops, New Town HS, 6:00-9:30 PM 
Tuesday         Oct   25                  Board of Education Meeting, ESS Building, 6:30 PM (work session) 
Thursday Nov    3                  PTA Council Board of Directors Meeting, ESS Building, 7:30 PM                                                                   

BULLETIN 
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PTA Council 
FALL RECEPTION & 

WORKSHOPS 
October 20th 

 
Bring PTA Membership Card  

And Voting Delegate Card 


